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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 is drawn to a compound of formula I having an alkylaminoalkoxyl substituent, 
wherein the R-groups can be various moieties. However, it is noted that when Ri and R2 are 
optionally a (C5-Ci4)heterocyclic-(Ci-C6)alkyl group, this would not necessarily be a 
alkylaminoalkoxyl substituted compound. As such, it is unclear if applicants intended the 
compounds to only be those which are alkylaminoalkoxyl substituted compounds, or if 
applicants intended the Ri and R2 to encompass (C5-Ci4)heterocyclic-(Ci-C6)alkyl groups (for 
example, if the heterocyclic group was a pyran group). The examiner is interpreting this as 
compounds which are alkylaminoalkoxyl substituted compounds. 

Claim 2 is indefinite as it is drawn to compounds which are outside the scope of claim 1 , 
the claim from which it depends. Claim 2 provides that various moieties for R 1 and R 2 are 
optionally pyrrolidinylbutyl or morpholinylbutyl groups. It is unclear if applicants intended these 
to be limiting the C\.\i linear or branched alkylamino group, or the (C5_i4)heterocyclic-(Ci_6)alkyl 
group. If these limit the C5-14 heterocyclic group, it is noted these compounds only have 4 carbon 
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atoms in the ring, and thus are outside the scope of C5-14 heterocyclic groups. Claim 3 is 
indefinite for the same reasons. 

Claim 5 is indefinite wherein the claim is drawn to methods of making the compounds of 
claim 1 comprising reacting puearin material with a suitable bis-functional group substituted 
compound "such as bihalogenated hydrocarbon, an alkylene bissulfonate or a halogenated 
hydrocarbon monosulfonate etc". It is unclear if applicants are limiting the substituted compound 
to these or if these are just exemplary compounds used. Likewise, the identity of a "suitable bis- 
functional group substituted compound" is not defined in such a way to afford a skilled artisan 
clear guidance to what compounds are intended to be encompassed by the scope and what are 
not. The compound is suitable for what, and substituted by what? Clarity is respectfully 
requested. 

Claim s 6-8 provide for the use of various compounds of claim 1 , but, since the claim 
does not set forth any steps involved in the method/process, it is unclear what method/process 
applicant is intending to encompass. A claim is indefinite where it merely recites a use without 
any active, positive steps delimiting how this use is actually practiced. 

A broad range or limitation together with a narrow range or limitation that falls within the 
broad range or limitation (in the same claim) is considered indefinite, since the resulting claim 
does not clearly set forth the metes and bounds of the patent protection desired. See MPEP § 
2173.05(c). Note the explanation given by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences in Ex 
parte Wu, 10 USPQ2d 2031, 2033 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1989), as to where broad language is 
followed by "such as" and then narrow language. The Board stated that this can render a claim 
indefinite by raising a question or doubt as to whether the feature introduced by such language is 
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(a) merely exemplary of the remainder of the claim, and therefore not required, or (b) a required 
feature of the claims. Note also, for example, the decisions of Ex parte Steigewald, 131 
USPQ 74 (Bd. App. 1961); Ex parte Hall, 83 USPQ 38 (Bd. App. 1948); and Ex parte Hasche, 
86 USPQ 481 (Bd. App. 1949). In the present instance, claim 8 recites the broad recitation 
treating chemical poisoning, and the claim also recites particularly alcoholism which is the 
narrower statement of the range/limitation. 

All claims which depend from an indefinite claim are also indefinite. Ex parte Cordova, 
10 U.S.P.Q. 2d 1949, 1952 (P.T.O. Bd. App. 1989). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 6-8 are is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed recitation of a use, 
without setting forth any steps involved in the process, results in an improper definition of a 
process, i.e., results in a claim which is not a proper process claim under 35 U.S.C. 101 . See for 
example Ex parte Dunki, 153 USPQ 678 (Bd.App. 1967) and Clinical Products, Ltd. v. Brenner, 
255 F. Supp. 131, 149 USPQ 475 (D.D.C. 1966). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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al. 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 4, and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gao et 



Gao et al. disclose a compound represented by the formula 
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See compound 8e on page 4073. This compound showed activity for MAO inhibition, and thus is 
acceptable for meeting the limitations of being in a pharmaceutical composition as well as for 
methods of the manufacture for a medicament. 

Applicant cannot rely upon the foreign priority papers to overcome this rejection because 
a translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .55. See 
MPEP 8 201.15. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TRAVISS C. MCINTOSH III whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0657. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shaojia A. Jiang can be reached on 571-272-0627. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Traviss C Mcintosh III/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1623 
March 16, 2009 



